Statement from Queen Mary’s Sidcup NHS Trust:

Queen Mary’s Sidcup NHS Trust has conducted a review of its nurse to bed ratio figures in context of the nationally recognised Association of UK University Hospitals model. A report will be given to the Nurse Executive of the new South London Healthcare NHS Trust relating the findings. 

 

We agree with the Dr Foster figures, but these are averaged across the whole trust, and the number of nurses per bed in high dependency and specialist areas is higher than the figure quoted. 

 

In the recent Dr Foster report on comparative mortality rates in the UK, Queen Mary's Sidcup was, according to their data, an outlier for coronary atherosclerosis (heart disease).  At the same time as this data was published, the trust has received a report from the Healthcare Commission (the independent regulator of NHS trusts) which has conducted its own statistical analysis into this data and concluded that the trust does not need to take any action on this matter. The Healthcare Commission informed us that it is satisfied that it does not need to investigate further. 

 

Ian Wilson, interim Chief Executive of the trust, explains: ‘After analysing the mortality statistics for QMS patients with these coronary conditions, the Healthcare Commission concluded that there is no need for further investigation or for patients to be concerned about care at the hospital. There are a number of reasons why our statistics show us to be an outlier against the national average, for instance that we had a higher percentage of emergency patients admitted to QMS over this period than did other hospitals in England. 

 

‘I can assure patients that we have a very high standard of care at the hospital and that there is no cause for concern. While statistics can be very helpful in planning services and ensuring that there are no unusual anomalies that need investigating, they are very complex and can sometimes be confusing. In this case, further examination of the data and the patients concerned showed that there were specific circumstances which explained why our statistics were out of line with the average of other hospitals.’
 

