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The Activities on these Portfolio Pages correspond with the learning objectives of the Guided Learning unit published in Nursing Times 103: 35 (28 August 2007) and 103:36 (4 September 2007). The full reference list for this unit follows Activity 4.

Before starting to work through these Activities, save this document onto your computer, then print the completed work for your professional portfolio. Alternatively, simply print the pages if you prefer to work on paper, using extra sheets as necessary.

Recording your continuing professional education

To make your work count as part of your five days’ CPD for each registration period, make a note in the box below of the date and the total number of hours you spent on reading the unit and any other relevant material, and working through the Activities.

	Hours: 
	Date:


	ACTIVITY 1


Learning objective: Describe the positive and negative ways that a patient may be affected by a fellow patient’s death

Activity: Think about a situation in your own practice when a patient has died in a shared ward. How were other patients affected? List the positive and negative effects that you have observed and consider the reasons for these reactions.
	RESPONSE


Begin your response here. 
	ACTIVITY 2


Learning objective: Consider how your own work environment is managed in relation to the care of dying patients
Activity: In your own environment, what happens to patients when it is recognised that they are dying? Are they moved to a single room or nursed in a shared bay?  Identify who is involved in making these decisions. Explain the rationale for these decisions.
	RESPONSE


Begin your response here. 
	ACTIVITY 3


Learning objective: Understand the importance of good communication skills
Activity: Think of an incident in your own practice when you have had to inform a patient of another patient’s death and reflect on this incident. Is there anything that you could learn from this, and would you do anything differently in a similar situation in the future?
	RESPONSE


Begin your response here. 
	ACTIVITY 4


Learning objective: Appreciate the importance of privacy and dignity
Activity: Describe ways in which the individual preferences of dying patients could be ascertained.  Identify measures that could implemented in your practice to enable patients’ preferences to be respected and to maintain privacy and dignity 
	RESPONSE


Begin your response here. 
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