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	SUPPORTING FAILING STUDENTS IN PRACTICE



The Activities on these Portfolio Pages correspond with the learning objectives of the Guided Learning unit published in Nursing Times 103: 47 (20 November 2007) and 103; 48 (27 November 2007). The full reference list for this unit follows Activity 4.

Before starting to work through these Activities, save this document onto your computer, then print the completed work for your professional portfolio. Alternatively, simply print the pages if you prefer to work on paper, using extra sheets as necessary.

Recording your continuing professional education

To make your work count as part of your five days’ CPD for each registration period, make a note in the box below of the date and the total number of hours you spent on reading the unit and any other relevant material, and working through the Activities.

	Hours: 
	Date:


	ACTIVITY 1


Learning objective: Understand the practice placement assessment process and the reasons why students may fail.
Activity: List  the reasons why students may fail an assessment.
	RESPONSE


Begin your response here. 
	ACTIVITY 2


Learning objective: Be aware of the potential reactions of failing students and the impact on mentors and the team.
Activity: You are conducting a final assessment with one of your students. This student has been labelled as having an ‘attitude problem’. This was pointed out at her mid-point assessment and planned for accordingly. Other staff and patients have also commented on her sharp demeanour and this seems to have worsened as the placement has progressed. This has been brought to her attention but she feels that there is not a problem with her attitude and is dismissive of your concerns. Having discussed this with colleagues, the decision to fail the student has been made. The assessment is scheduled to take place in two days’ time

Consider:
How would you plan for this final assessment?
Would you involve anyone else in the assessment?
What could potentially happen during this assessment?
How would you conduct the assessment?
What do you think the student’s reaction might be?

	rESPONSE


Begin your response here. 
	ACTIVITY 3


Learning objective: Know how to identify failing students and understand the importance of providing effective feedback and documentation.
Activity: You have been mentoring Becky for three weeks and her mid-point assessment is due. You get on well with Becky and she is well liked by the other team members. As a student she works hard and always gives the impression that she is enjoying her experience on your ward. She is enthusiastic and bubbly and patients clearly enjoy her company. You are worried because you have concerns regarding her clinical performance and other team members have also expressed concern. This is the first placement in her second year and previous assessments have been good. The problem is that she is not functioning at the required level and that this could result in her failing her final assessment. Becky seems unaware of any problems.
Consider:

How would you prepare for the mid-point assessment?
Would you involve anyone else or discuss this with anyone else?
How would you approach the assessment with Becky?
What steps could be taken to highlight and work on areas for development?
What success criteria could be used for evidence?
How can this be conducted in a manner to cause minimal distress?
	RESPONSE


Begin your response here. 
	ACTIVITY 4


Learning objective: Understand the problems and consequences of ‘failing to fail’ students in the clinical setting.
Activity: Make a list of reasons why you think a student may pass an assessment when the consensus was that the student had not achieved the required outcomes.
Have you or your colleagues ever experienced this? What happened and what were the main reasons? What did you and the team learn from this? What do you think the consequences may be of ‘failing to fail?’

	RESPONSE


Begin your response here. 
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